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Festival Favorites Cherryholmes and The Tom Cunningham Orchestra To Close Out Summer Season 


The B’s are buzzing in Orkney Springs on the final weekend of the Shenandoah Valley Music Festival season on September 4 and 5. 

The B’s as in Bluegrass on Saturday September 4 with the family band Cherryholmes, with local band Drymill Road as a special guest and the Big Band sound of the Tom Cunningham Orchestra on Sunday, September 5. Both concerts start at 7 p.m.

Jere and Sandy Cherryholmes started a bluegrass group with the members of their family after vowing to spend more time with their kids in 1999. By 2003, Cherryholmes had made its first appearance on the Grand Ole Opry and today the band dubbed for playing “bluegrass on steroids” has changed the game altogether. Signed to Skaggs Family Records in 2005, the band has just released its fourth studio album entitled Cherryholmes IV: Common Threads. After performing at the Shenandoah Valley Music Festival last year, Festival fans begged for their return.

The Tom Cunningham Orchestra is a Washington D.C. swing band that has a regular gig at Glen Echo Park in Maryland, but the rest of its resume is just as impressive. The band has performed at the Smithsonian Institution, The Barns at Wolf Trap, Blues Alley, and for several years on the stage at Orkney Springs as part of the Shenandoah Valley Music Festival. The Washington Post says the band is “…bound to please!” As always, their SVMF performance will feature dancing on the blacktop dance floor. And a special bonus! The band’s Orkney Springs concert in September will be the release of its newest album, “Swingin’ and Singin’.” 

The Festival venue is a rustic pavilion on the grounds of the old Orkney Springs Hotel, now part of the Shrine Mont Camp and Conference Center in Orkney Springs, VA., about 13 miles west of Mount Jackson. The hotel is a National Historic Landmark. Reserved Pavilion tickets for the Cherryholmes show are $27 and general admission lawn tickets are $22. For The Tom Cunningham Orchestra show, Reserved Pavilion tickets are $25 and general admission lawn tickets are $20. The concerts go on rain or shine. Visit www.musicfest.org or call (800) 459-3396 for tickets or more information.
       
The Shenandoah Valley Music Festival’s 2010 summer season Gold level sponsor is Shenandoah Memorial Hospital – Valley Health. The Silver level sponsors are Cave Ridge Vineyards, Harrisonburg Downtown Renaissance and ShelRand Enterprises and the Bronze level sponsors are Graves Light Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors; Lenhart Obenshain PC, Mountain Valley Management, Inc., Rodney Shepherd-Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., Shentel, Tracy Miller-Edward Jones Investments and Virginia Savings Bank FSB. 

In addition to the Holiday Inn Express, the official hotel of the 2010 Music Festival, the Festival’s 2010 Official Caterer is Shaffer’s Barbecue and Catering and the ticket sponsor is Bryce Resort.

The 2010 Media Partners are The Northern Virginia Daily/nvdaily.com, The Free Press, WUSQ 102.5 FM, WHSV TV-3 Winchester, WSIG 96.9 FM, WMXH 105.7 FM/WRAA 1330 AM, WMRA 90.7 FM/WEMC 91.7 FM, WSVG 790 AM, SIMPLY LOCAL on Shentel Cable, Shenandoah Living, WVPT-Public Television, WZRV 95.3 FM/WFTR 1450 AM and WBTX 1470 AM/WNLR 1150 AM.
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NOTE TO EDITORS, REPORTERS, NEWS DIRECTORS, BLOGGERS, WEBMASTERS, ETC.: There are photos of Cherryholmes and The Tom Cunningham Orchestra on the Festival’s website, www.musicfest.org (follow the Media link on the right hand side.) The artists are available for advance phone interviews. Please call the Festival office at (540) 459-3396.

